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National and Regional Internet Governance Forum Initiatives (NRIs) emerged 
in response to the success of the first two global Internet Governance Forums 
(IGFs). The Tunis Agenda for the Information Society, the outcome document of 
the final phase of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), alongside 
the call for the creation of the IGF, served as the foundations for the model of 
bottom-up, multistakeholder internet governance.  The first NRIs were set up 
in 2007 and 2008, and there are now close to a hundred initiatives, comprising 
national, sub-national, regional and youth initiatives, which organise autono-
mously and cooperate with the global IGF Secretariat. The importance of NRIs 
has increased throughout the years, as they have grown in number and their work 
has expanded in scope. They have acquired such relevance within the IGF that 
an NRI session was included in the IGF 2016 and 2017 main sessions agendas.   
 
This year, APC has taken the initiative to compile two editions of Global Informa-
tion Society Watch (GISWatch) focused on the work of NRIs. While the main 2017 
GISWatch annual report provides independent and analytical perspectives on the 
role of NRIs in internet governance broadly, the present companion edition, Internet 
governance from the edges: National and regional IGFs in their own words, aims 
to give voice and visibility to the stories of each NRI, share their experiences and 
achievements, and highlight their perspectives on internet governance.  
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NRI founding stories and development

What is the story of the founding of your NRI? 
What were its inspiration, its objectives?

China's national IGF was established in 2017. The 
objective of the China IGF is to maximise the oppor-
tunity for an open and inclusive dialogue and the 
exchange of opinions on internet governance and 
technology trends for all stakeholders. China cur-
rently has around 700 million internet users, which 
is a big portion of the global figure. IGF plays an 
important role in the global internet governance 
arena since its beginning, and I think the China IGF 
will devote our own contribution to the internation-
al community, to bring in multistakeholder groups 
from Chinese community. Meanwhile, we believe 
that along with the internet technology develop-
ment, it’s not just technology evolving, but also the 
governance. I think this needs more profound un-
derstanding and China IGF would like to share its 
experiences with other NRIs.

How did it develop and what difficulties did you 
experience along the way?

We established the China IGF in 2017. Along the 
way, we faced difficulties, from funding aspects to 
community establishing, which I think is just the be-
ginning. We will have many other difficulties when 
the China IGF evolves, but I believe each organisa-
tion faces its own difficulties and needs to solve 
them according to its own condition. Meanwhile, 
the international NRIs community also provides the 
stage for communication with colleagues, which is 
important to share the experiences and learn from 
each other.

How do you imagine your NRI and its activities in 
the future?

The China IGF takes the responsibility to com-
municate between China and the international 
community. We are composed of multistakeholder 
members who have a role in the internet field and 
have non-government backgrounds. We would 

like to say the China IGF will become the bridge to 
connect the community and enhance the communi-
cation between China and the world.

NRI internal governance and initiatives

Who are the people involved in your NRI and how 
do they contribute to it?

From the beginning, we have committee members 
from various backgrounds in the internet arena and 
we are still working on enlarging these influences 
and on having more people join our community.

Have you experienced difficulties in ensuring all 
stakeholder groups participate fully and more or 
less equally?

Yes. I think it’s an evolving progress and we are 
working on bringing in more participants and diver-
sifying their backgrounds. We encourage people to 
contribute to the community based on their own ad-
vantage and sharing their experiences.

Do you measure gender balance in your NRI? Did 
you undertake measures to encourage gender 
balance?

Yes. We consider gender balance quite important, 
especially in the internet field. We especially en-
courage women with tech backgrounds to join our 
community and to contribute not only in the govern-
ance issues but also on the tech topics.

How was your last forum organised, what were 
the topics chosen and the outcomes of discus-
sion? How was it financed?

We will have our first forum next year.

Are there controversial topics that have been 
difficult in your NRI and if so, why?

We are in the process of collecting topics.

China IGF 
China    
Lory   •   tian.luo@igfcn.org   •   igfcn.org
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Perspectives on the role of NRIs  
in internet governance

What is your take about the role of your NRI in 
internet governance processes, at the level of 
your country, region and globally?

The China IGF is part of the IGF global community, 
and the Chinese community is composed of many 
different stakeholders. Our mission is to link the 
Chinese society with the international community 
about internet governance and technology issues 
and to contribute with Chinese wisdom to the world.

How do you perceive your role and position to-
wards other NRIs, the IGF and the IGF Secretariat?

As the secretariat of the China IGF, my role and re-
sponsibility are to communicate between China 
and the international community. I would like to 
cooperate with other colleagues to devote our own 
contribution to the international society.
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